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Congratulations on your new birth in Christ!

Trusting Jesus as your Lord and Savior is the most important
decision you will ever make. When you were born again you went
from being spiritually dead (separated from God forever) to be
spiritually alive (brought back to God forever). Thisisasimple
guide to help you as you begin your new life as a Christian. This
book is not important but the guidance you can find hereis very
important to your life as a Christian.

“By God'’s grace | have been saved, born again, but what’s next -
how do | now live anew lifein Christ?’

This book is ashort straightforward guide book for living as a
Christ follower - becoming more like Jesus day by day - all by
God's grace.
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|.mAM | REALLY SAVED ?

Salvation is only by saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ - that
you put your trust in what Jesus has already done for you:

- Jesus who is/ has always been - God - God the Son
- Cameto earth and lived a perfect / sinlesslife

- Went to the cross (in my place and yours) and died in our place
- and paid for our sin fully once for al forever

- The third day after burial Jesus was raised from dead
- Afterwards, he appeared to many (over 500 people)

- He went up to heaven with his disciples watching

- At the end of time he is coming back

Being saved - born again - isnot an emotionitisall about
faith and trust in the finished work of Jesus:

11And thisis the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and
thislifeisin his Son.



12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son
of God does not have life. 1 John 5:11-12 (ESV)

No oneis saved by any means other than this:

8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And thisis not
your own doing; it isthe gift of God,

9not aresult of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9
(ESV)

Salvation is agift (grace) from God that we can never earn.
The gift isreceived by faith (trust) in the Lord Jesus Christ.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believesin him should not perish but have eternal life.”
(John 3:16, ESV)

If, by God’s gift of love (Jesus) you have been born again by
putting your faith / trust fully in Jesus Christ and what he has
done for you on the cross and by his burial and resurrection - then
you are saved and you are safely ‘home’

“because, if you confess with your mouth that JesusisLord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and
with the mouth one confesses and is saved.” (Romans 10:9-10,
ESV)

Once we are born again we have this promise from God:

“Thereis therefore now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1, ESV)

Nothing can pull aborn again Christian away from his place with
God through Jesus Christ.

“For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor



depth, nor anything elsein all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans
8:38-39, ESV)

Thankfully, God doesn’t make us wonder about where we are
with him - he makesiit clear!

“1 write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of
God, that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John
5:13, ESV)

God promises eternal life as a gift from God (grace) when we put
our faith (trust / belief) in Jesus Christ and what he has done for
us. Itisall from God and so our livesareto be lived to God!

“| appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as aliving sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which isyour spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to
thisworld, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern what isthe will of God, what is good
and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2, ESV)

SUMMARY: YES, you are redly saved because of God's
promise, His character, and Jesus. It is not afeeling but adecision
you make. The Bible does not say you must feel saved so do not
be discouraged. There is no room for doubt (James 1:6-8).

. mWHO ISGOD ?

God is and has always been. He is the un-created (not created but
he has always been) Creator of al things.

There is one God who exists from al eternity in three distinct
persons:

- God the Father



- God the Son - Jesus Christ
- God the Holy Spirit

God shows usin the first book of the Bible (Genesis) that he put
us here to have dominion ( be caretakers) over the earth and to
have husbands and wives and children and grandchildren and so
to populate the earth.

When God had just finished creating man / woman (Adam and
Eve) God had them in a special place and he personally visited
with them daily in the Garden of Eden.

But Adam and Eve regjected what God said and instead believed
Satan - they did what God said not to do (they sinned) and this
caused a separation because God is perfect and he cannot have
anything to do with sin. God hates sin. So, because we are
descended from Adam we are all born separated from God
(spiritually dead) and we remain that way until Jesus we receive
the gift that God has for usin Christ Jesus.

When Jesus (he is God and has always been just as God the Father
has always been) came in the form of a baby he came for the
purpose of dying in your place and mine. His death was to pay for
all of our (everyone's) sinin full and complete. Jesus did just that
and then was raised from dead on the third day and was seen by
over 500 eyewitnesses and then later he went to heaven to his
Father.

God the Holy Spirit livesin us and as we trust God and obey the
Holy Spirit is our guide daily along life' s paths. The Holy Spiritis
God and deserves our ever increasing praise and thanksgiving just
as God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son.

God never changes. God is alwaysright, fair, just, loving,
gracious, forgiving and merciful - and so shall he ever be forever



and ever.

God isagiving God - he gave Jesus for you and me. We too must
be generous givers - no matter what we haveit al isagift from
God and just as God has been generous to us - so we must with
whatever we have be generous as well.

Summary:

God is our Creator and he has redeemed us from death to lifein
Christ Jesus for eternity.

1.1 AM SAVED BUT WHAT DO | DONOW TO
STAY THAT WAY?

“Okay, | got it. | see now that | am saved and | know it. Now, |
want to liveall in for Jesus. But | have so far to go- what do | do
now?’

You didn’'t save your self and you don’t keep
your self saved

Remember - you didn’t save yourself and you can’t ‘keep
yourself saved’ - Jesus has done al of this for us because we
could never do it for ourselves - ever !

We can’t save ourselves nor can we keep ourselves saved.
However, God saved usto be strong Christians and to serve him -
so how do we do that? By growing in our faith - maturing in our
spirit just like we mature physically in our bodies.

“1 want to grow in my Christian faith, how do | do that?’

What avery important question and the answer isrealy simple
but the processis continuous and lasts a lifetime.



“What’smy first step to growing in my faith?”
“But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33, ESV)

What does it mean to seek first kingdom of God and his
righteousness?

Put God first - give him the place of greatest importance that he
absolutely deserves and requires. God is our highest priority - no
matter what. We will al fail at thisand fall away from this but we
need to confess and turn back to God as our priority.

“Great, | want to do that but | am new to faith, how do | put God
firstin all things?’

We need to know God as he reveals himsalf in His Word.

We need to learn to fully trust God that he iswho he says and he
does everything he says he will do and he never changes. Itisa
matter of trust and obey!

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make straight your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6, ESV)

I want to know and trust God but how do | get there?

Weéll, thinkg about this: how do you come to know and trust other
people?

Spend time with them / listen to them / speak with them and learn
to trust them

It's the same with God - Spend time with God.

Learn by experience that God is who he says and he does what he
promises - without failure and without exception.

Trust him now and learn to grow in trust day by day.



Just like we read in Proverbs 3:5-6 - we put our trust in God and
not in our ways and our thinking - but in all that we do we seek to
doit God' sway. Itisalifelong process. It isa challengeand itis
ajoy.

SUMMARY: I'M SAVED NOW HOW DO | STAY SAVED?
God saves us and God keeps us. But we cultivate this gift with
God s word, prayer, fellowship, praise, worship, and service.
Please note that now you are walking in the light of God's
presence through the Holy Spirit there may be areas of darkness
inyour life that are exposed and you may feel more sinful than
before. Thisisthe work of the Holy Spirit in your life and does
not negate your salvation. All your enemies have been
defeated...by Jesus. He permitsusto claim hisvictory.

IV.THE BIBLE - THE LIVING WORD OF GOD

The Holy Bibleis made up of 66 ‘books' that were all written by
people but they were each inspired by God to write - they are the
ones that put ‘the words on the page’ but God is the Author.

“All Scriptureis breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be compl ete, equipped for every good work.”
(2 Timothy 3:16-17, ESV)

The Bibleis God' s guidebook for our lives. Every single question
we have and every challenge we face in our lives areall coveredin
the Bible. The Bible istrue from Genesis to Revelation. It is
without error.

When you think of the Bible don’t think of old dusty books and
long ago sayings - no hereisthe true picture of the Word of God:



“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions
of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12, ESV)

God'sWord is our guide. We have to commit daily to spend time
with the Word of God (spiritual food for our spiritual lifejust like
we have physical food for our physical lives). We must apply
what we learn from God's word lest we become spiritually obese
yet experience very little growth, wisdom, and maturity.

Summary:

The Bibleis spiritual food that we each need every day. It is

God' s guidance to us and every question we haveisin the Bible.
TheBibleisright in every way. | don’'t need to figure out what |
think about something but what has God said. God is speaking to
me personally when | open hisliving word every day. THE
BIBLE: God'slove letter to you...to be studied daily and read
aloud. “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of
God.” (Rom. 10:17)

V.HOW DO | SPEND TIMEWITH GOD -TO
GET TO KNOW HIM?

Spending time with God is done in a variety of ways:

- first and foremost - ‘listening’ to God as he speaksto you in his
Word - the Holy Bible (more on thisin a moment)

- giving yourself over to God (Romans 12:1-2)

- listening and talking to God in prayer - it isacommunion with
God and Jesus has given us agreat outline to follow (Matthew
6:9-13)
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- finding a Christ centered local church / fellowship where the
Word of God is both taught and modeled by the leaders of the
local church and then gathering with other Christians for worship
and prayer

- singing hymns and spiritual songs and psalmsto God

- loving your neighbors

- hiding the Word of God in your heart (memorization)

- thinking deeply on Word of God (meditation)

A. Read the Bible daily. Word of God isfood for your spirit just
as physical food fuels our bodies - if we don’t eat we get weak
and we will fall sooner or later. If we don’'t spend time reading
and thinking (digesting) God’s Word then we will be spiritually
week and unstable.

- “The Bibleisso big, wheredo | start?’

Don’t worry about how much you read

Focus on getting the goodie out of what you do read.
- Try thisfor amonth

Riser earlier than normal (give yourself at least 20 uninterrupted
minutes - at the least) and read from the Gospel of John (fourth
book in the new testament)

In the evening, before you are too tired, read a chapter from
Proverbs (in the Old Testament) - pick out whichever chapter
matches the day of the month - for example on the 1st read
chapter one, on the 10th ready Chapter ten and so forth.

Keep asmall notebook with you and look out for anywhere that
God isgiving you acommand (something to do) awarning
(something to avoid), a promise (something to depend on), any
other thing God is saying to you.
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Thereis no hurry - | would suggest going through the Gospel of
John at least twice.

When finished with John, read the Gospel of Mark (2nd book of
New Testament) in the morning and Genesis (first book of Bible)
in the evening and still manage to work in some time

for Proverbs for each day of the month.

In the 3rd month begin reading the book of Romans (6th book of
the New Testament)

Don't hurry, take time to take in all that God is saying.

Continue to move through all of the booksin the New Testament
- and when you finish Genesis read the next book - Exodus - and
so forth.

B. Give yourself away to God daily (more often when necessary)

Literaly, talk to God and give yourself to him every day and
multiple times aday “Lord, you created me, you saved me, you
sustain me, | exist to bein alove relationship with you through
Jesus Christ - now | give myself toyou - | don’t want to be like
theworld around mei want to be shaped by Jesus.”

“1 appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies as aliving sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which isyour spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to
thisworld, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that
by testing you may discern what isthe will of God, what isgood
and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2, ESV)

C. Praying - time alone with God - listening and speaking

Pray with our hearts—with our whole heart we seek after God in
prayer, and as the most vital part of prayer welistento God in his
Word. It is absolutely impossible to read Scripture and pray to
God too much. Pray as often as you can, aslong as you can,
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about anything/anyone you can, for aslong as ever you can.
When you finish, pray and read some more. The “how” to pray is
to frame your prayer in and from your heart, not your intellect.
We pray because we have hearts after God.

It isnot that you cease to live ‘your life anymore but it is that
you have anew highest priority: God and we give him first call
on our time so we make time for God and then the rest of our
lives. Thisisto honor God but it also will be a substantial
blessing to us as we adjust to God first way of living.

We don’t pray nearly as much about trying to get something from
God; we pray to give ourselves more completely to God—not my
will on earth, but hiswill in me/you! Prayer is not athing we do;
itisthelifeweare called to live. We should only forget to

pray aswe might abandon breathing—never aslong asthereis
breath left. We breathe in the Holy Spirit and oxygen, breathe
out prayer to the God who gives usthe breath.

When you pray, never forget what is actually happening: you are
not speaking words into empty air; when a born-again child of
God prays, you are heard by the Creator, who is aways listening.
God is exceedingly glad to hear from his children; he knows
exactly what is needed, and he iswilling and ready not just to
hear our prayers but to answer our prayers—perfectly every
time, al thetime, for all time. God our Father is more ready to
hear and answer us than we are ready to call upon him.

Pray as Jesus taught usto pray in Matthew 6
- first recognize God for who heis - heis God and give

Him thanks and honor him by praising his name - reverence
for God
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- Jesus prayed God’ s will be done and so must we - we are asking
God to accomplish what hewantsinusand in others- we are
agreeing with God that the best thing is for earth to belikeitisin
heaven - God' swill inall things

- ask God to meet our needs and trust himto do it - doesn’t mean
we abandon our part but it does mean at the end of our part we
don't ‘worry’ wetrust God to provide for all of our needsin
Christ Jesus.

- acknowledge our sin and seek forgiveness and likewise give
forgiveness to all who have done anything against us

- pray for God to intervene in life's circumstances and help usto
live Godly lives - trusting him and knowing he hears and answers
our prayers - always seeking God's best for all others - those
close to us and those who would just as soon kill us as look at us

-give glory to God and acknowledge him as God over al

Praying islistening to God (his Word) and talking to God - just
speaking in plain language the things we are concerned for and

asking that it al be hisway because we know hisway is perfect
and ours are not.

D. Finding and joining a local church where the Word of God is
both properly taught and demonstrated in the lives of the leaders
and others. Gathering with othersin honor of God - worship /
praise

“not neglecting to meet together, asisthe habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more asyou see the Day
drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25, ESV)

There are many buildings with the word “church’ in the name -
however, tragically many of these are not alocal church asis
needed. Y ou must find one where the Word of God is taught and
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demonstrated in spirit and truth.

“Put on then, as God’ s chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord hasforgiven
you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put on love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the
peace of Christ rulein your hearts, to which indeed you were
caled in onebody. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ
dwell inyou richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in
word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.” (Colossians
3:12-17, ESV)

When we gather, whether it be a Sunday morning worship
service, Wednesday evening prayer meeting or just a get together
with one or more other Christians - it is an opportunity to grow
and encourage one another to grow - we must not neglect
gathering together because al of us have something to give and
we can receive valuable things from one another because of the
presence of Jesus Christ in us.

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” (Proverbs
27:17, ESV)

“For | long to see you, that | may impart to you some spiritual
gift to strengthen you— that is, that we may be mutually
encouraged by each other’ sfaith, both yours and mine.” (Romans
1:11-12, ESV)

E. Singing hymns and spiritual songs with one another
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- Recently, | had the coronavirus and when i got homei was
feeling very lonely and afraid - my first full day home my wife
Elaine said “let’ s sing some hymns together”. While | didn’t
‘feel’ likesinging - | did/ we did. Within lessthan fifteen
minutes of singing these old hymns my spirits were lifted and |
was reminded of God' s provision and the rest we havein him - it
was well with my soul!

- | cannot overstate how instrumental singing hymns has been for
mein growing in my walk with the Lord

- Get an old hymnal and keep it with your Bible and use it daily -
God will be honored, you will be blessed and you will grow in
your life long path of Christ likeness!

F. “Love your neighbors as yourself” Jesus taught
- How do | accomplish loving my neighbor as myself?

“Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me,
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save hislifewill loseit, but whoever loses his
life for my sakewill find it. For what will it profit aman if he
gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall aman
give inreturn for hissoul?’ (Matthew 16:24-26, ESV)

- Jesus never stopped loving ‘his neighbor’ even in the most
difficult of times - thisis the heart of who Jesusis because when
asked to state what is the one greatest commandment of God he
didn’t give one but gave two:

““Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’ And
he said to him, “Y ou shall love the Lord your God with al your
heart and with al your soul and with all your mind. Thisisthe
great and first commandment. And asecond islikeit: You shall
love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments
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depend all the Law and the Prophets.”” (Matthew 22:36-40,
ESV)

The key to knowing God in loving othersisto know that God
doesn’t love us because of who we are or because of what he has
done but it is his nature. So, when we spend time with God - and
we get this picture of hiscall on usto love people not because of
what they do/ don’t do but because they are people - made in the
image of God.

“Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my
brother sin against me, and | forgive him? As many as seven
times?’ Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy-seven times.” (Matthew 18:21-22, ESV)

When we learn the call Jesus has on usto love our neighbors and
treat them as we want to be treated then we start to see the reality
of Christlikeness being formed in us.

Don't try to think of what we think they deserve or even what
they did - but that God so loved me that he sent his only Son to
diein my place (John 3:16) not because | did something good but
whilei am at my sinful worse (Romans 5:8).

G. Hiding the Word of God in your heart

“I have stored up your word in my heart, that | might not sin
against you.” (Psalm 119:11, ESV)

When Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert where he
underwent temptation - everytime the enemy - Satan - opened his
mouth Jesus responded with the Word of God.

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If
you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves
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of bread.” But he answered, “It iswritten, “ ‘Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of
God.” " Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on
the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down, for itis written, * *He will command
his angels concerning you,” and“ ‘On their hands they will bear
you up, lest you strike your foot against astone.” ” Jesus said to
him, “Againitiswritten, ‘Y ou shall not put the Lord your God
tothetest.” ” Again, the devil took him to avery high mountain
and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
And hesaidto him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone,
Satan! For it iswritten, “ *You shall worship the Lord your God
and him only shall you serve.” ” Then the devil left him, and
behold, angels came and were ministering to him.” (Matthew
4:1-11, ESV)

We win the battle when we know the tools of our ‘warfare’ -

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of
joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions
of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12, ESV)

Don’'t go out without your sword! Hide the Word of God in our
hearts and we are always dressed for battle.

(See Appendix A for alist of scriptures | think we should begin
to memorize)

H. To meditate on the Word of God

To meditate on God’s Word is simply to think on it more deeply -
to draw from it the fullness of the meaning God hasfor usin his
Word.
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When we have hidden God’s Word in our hearts, then we can, at
any time, draw up His Word from deep within and meditate on it
aswewalk / drive/ sit quietly ... you can meditate
simultaneously with any activity that isnot contrary to the will of
God.

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to
do according to al that iswritten init. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”
(Joshua 1:8, ESV)

The world has an economy and so does God - but God' s
economy (how God does things and how he callsusto live) is
eternal and it isaways trending up. Wemay know little of the
world’'s economy but God's economy should be the heart and
soul of our lives.

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sitsin the seat of scoffers;
but hisdelight isin the law of the Lord, and on hislaw he
meditates day and night. Heislike a tree planted by streams of
water that yieldsitsfruit inits season, and its leaf does not
wither. In al that he does, he prospers.” (Psam 1:1-3, ESV)

Growing in Christ likeness is to make afirm commitment to not
be shaped by the world but to be transformed by the renewing of
our minds on the things of God - Word of God!

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever isjust, whatever is pure, whatever islovely, whatever is
commendable, if thereisany excellence, if thereis anything
worthy of praise, think about these things.” (Philippians 4:8,
ESV)
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SUMMARY : Adopt alife of Bible study and prayer. Draw near to
God and he will draw near to you (James 4:8). Spend time with
God. Read Exodus 33:7-11 and note verse 11 and study the life of
Joshua.

VI.mFIND A CHURCH HOME

It isvery important for usto find alocal church family where we
can grow into ‘spiritua’ adulthood. These are the basic
requirements for asolid local church.

A. They preach and teach the Word of God from the Holy Bible
and recognize that the Bible is the Word of God and must be used
asour guidein al things.

B. Where the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ (read John 3:16-17,
Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Romans 5:8, Romans 10:9-10,
Ephesians 2:8-9) is being followed and taught with clarity.

C. The pastor is not just saying the words but it is obvious that he
has experienced / is experiencing the reality of what heis
teaching - he lives out what he teaches.

D. The doors are open to al sinnersto comein for ‘living water’
from Jesus Christ.

SUMMARY: CHURCH HOME: Go slow here. Takestime. Be
attentive. Be honest with yourself in what you see and what you
hear before deciding where to become a part of church fellowship.
Y ou must be grounded in God's word.

VII.FIND AMENTOR TO HELP YOU GROW
AND HOLD YOU ACCOUNTABLE
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Ask God to direct you to a person you see who isliving alife that
reflects what you are reading in the Word of God. Work on
developing arelationship with him / her (men for men and ladies
for ladies). When you get together (hopefully at |east once a
week) alow them to hold you accountable for your daily walk
and honestly share with them what your struggles are.

Listen to how they are growing and seeking a closer walk with
God....

Summary: Do not be quick to become attached to anyone - Jesus
isour ultimate mentor and guide. God will show you someone
who isliving and sharing the life God calls us to and then after
time and careful observation you might find someone who can be
aspecial encourager to you (another guy for guys and another
lady for ladies). In the meantime and for the rest of our lives - al
Christians are our fellow helpers and fellow laborers and we can
learn from all but mostly we learn as God the Holy Spirit in us
leads us.

VIII. TRUST AND OBEY GOD IN ALL THINGS

(here are afew basic things God tells us to do)
- Matthew 22:36-40 (ESV)
36 “ Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?’

37 And he said to him, “Y ou shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.

38 Thisisthe great and first commandment.

39 And asecond islikeit: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.

40 On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”
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- Acts 16:31 (ESV)

31And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved, you and your household.”

-Matthew 6:33 (ESV)

33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and
all these thingswill be added to you.

- 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)

16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness,

17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work.

Joshua 1.8 (ESV)

8This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to
do according to al that iswritten in it. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.

- Hebrews 10:25 (ESV)

25not neglecting to meet together, asis the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.

- Luke 6:37 (ESV)

37 *Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you
will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven;

- Philippians 2:14 (ESV)
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing,
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- 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (ESV)
16 Rejoice always,
17 pray without ceasing,

18 givethanksin all circumstances; for thisisthe will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.

- James 1:27 (ESV)

27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep
oneself unstained from the world.

There are many other things God has said we must do - these you
will discover over the rest of your life. The commands included
here are just a sample of the commands that God has given us.

SUMMARY-TRUST AND OBEY: Essentia to be grounded in
God'sword. This can be apoint of attack by the enemy (sin
nature, Satan, culture values) that may risk some compromise of
values.

IX. GOD’SPROMISESTO YOU AND TO ALL
WHO ARE BORN AGAIN IN CHRIST

PROMISES OF GOD (these are but afew of God's promises)
- 2 Peter 1:4 (ESV)

4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that isin the
world because of sinful desire.

- Jeremiah 29:11 (ESV)
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11 For | know the plans | have for you, declaresthe Lord, plans
for welfare and not for evil, to give you afuture and a hope.

- Matthew 11:28-29 (ESV)

28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest.

29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

- Isaiah 40:29-31 (ESV)

29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he
increases strength.

30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall
fal exhausted;

31 but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be
weary; they shall walk and not faint.

- Philippians 4:19 (ESV)

19 And my God will supply every need of yours accordingto his
richesin glory in Christ Jesus.

- Romans 8:1 (ESV)

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who arein
Christ Jesus.

- Romans 8:28-29 (ESV)

28 And we know that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose.

29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
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firstborn among many brothers.
- Romans 8:37-39 (ESV)

37 No, in al these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us.

38 For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers,
nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,

39 nor height nor depth, nor anything elsein all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

- Proverbs 1:33 (ESV)

33 but whoever listens to me will dwell secure and will be at
ease, without dread of disaster.”

- Joshua 1:7 (ESV)

7 Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do
according to al the law that Moses my servant commanded you.
Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may
have good success wherever you go.

- Romans 6:23 (ESV)

23 For the wages of sin isdeath, but the free gift of God is eternal
lifein Christ Jesus our Lord.

- Romans 10:9 (ESV)

9 becausg, if you confess with your mouth that Jesusis Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved.

SUMMARY GOD S PROMISE: Keep awritten list of God's
promises to memorize. God is faithful and would never promise
anything and not follow through.

CONCLUSION
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Thereisno ‘conclusion - alife of following Jesusisalifelong
process - we will never ‘get through’ - no one learns and carries
out all that God has for us.

The question we have to ask isthis: Am | willing to trust my life
fully to God? Hewantsit all. If anything is held back, then there
remains a stronghold for failure. If the answer is‘yes then start
now and the Holy Spirit of God will be by your side through this
earthly life journey. - just pray a prayer like this:

“Lord, thank you for saving me. Now, help meto live fully for
you Lord. | don’t know all the answers, but | know that following
you isthe best thing in my life. Help me Lord to daily commit
myself to loving and serving and following you; to spend time
alone with you through your Word - the Holy Bible - in prayer - in
thinking / meditating on your Word; Help me God to trust you
with all my heart and help me to not now or ever do things based
on my thinking but on your living Word. Amen.”

That iswhat the Christian life consists of - loving and serving
God - loving and sharing with others as you follow Jesus; and
allow them to share with you as they follow Jesus Christ.

God blessyou and if | can help you in any way, especidly in the
finding and settling into a Christ centered, Bible teaching /
preaching / believing Church then please let me know. Y ou can
reach me through Facebook, email, and web page - all keyed to
my name — Hollis McGehee.

Please contact another Christian or meif you like in two weeks
to talk about how things are going and to help with any ‘road
blocks' you may have encountered.

Hereisthe thing: we are al struggling with the same issues - we
can and must help one another. Let’s make sure we each reach out
to other Christians - we will be helped and they will be
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encouraged. God will bless each one of usin this.
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“And so, from the day we heard, we have not ;
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